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It has been, indeed, alleged with some degree of candour,
that many of our treaties were provisions against inva-'
sions which perhaps were never intended, and calculated to
defeat measures which only our own cowardice disposed
us to fear. That such treaties have, indeed, been made,
Hanover is a sufficient witness; but however frequently
they may occur, they may surely be discovered with very
little disadvantage to the nation; they will prove only the
weakness of those that made them, who were at one time
intimidated by chimerical terrours, and at another, lulled
into confidence by airy security.

The concessions from foreign powers, which have been
likewise mentioned, ought surely not to be produced as
arguments against the motion; for what could more excite
the curiosity of the nation, if, indeed, this motion were in
reality produced by malevolence or resentment; if none
were expected to concur in it but those who envied the
abilities, or had felt the power of the late minister, it might
be, perhaps, defeated by such insinuations; for nothing
could more certainly regain his reputation, or exalt him
to more absolute authority, than proofs that he had ob-
tained for us any concessions fiom foreign powers.

If any advantageous terms have been granted us, he
mast be confessed to have so far discharged his trust to
his allies, that he has kept them with the utmost caution
from the knowledge of the people, who have heard, during
all his administration, of nothing but subsidies, submission,
and compliances paid to almost every prince on the conti-
nent who has had the confidence to demand them; and if
by this inquiry any discovery to the disadvantage of our
allies should be struck out, he may with great sincerity
allege, that it was made without his consent.

Another objection to this inquiry is, that the spies which
are retained in foreign courts may be detected by it, that
the canals of our intelligence will be for ever stopped, and
that we shall henceforth have no knowledge of the designs
of foreign powers, but what may be honestly attained by
penetration and experience. Spies are, indeed, a genera-
tion for whose security I have not much regard, but for